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NEWS BRIEFS
Think of a nurse and the typi
cal images are of Florence Night
ingale and Linda Richards. Think
engineer, and the corresponding
image would be of a Thomas Edi
son. or a Robert Fulton. Josephine
Cochran, inventor of the mechani
cal dishwasher, or Walt Whitman,
who volunteered as a nurse during
the Civil War. are merely historical
statistics.

See DEBATE on Fg. 2

ARTS & LEISURE
BRIEFS
On Jan. 1, 2000, the world
waited anxiously for a dramatic end
to life as known in the 20th centu
ry. Entering into the 21st century
created a wide-spread panic in the
computer and government sectors
and even the private sectors of the
world. The Year 2000 Problem, or
Y2K, generated a lot of problems
for computer programmers and a
lot of fears for the general public.

See 2012 on Pg. 5

SCIENCE & TECH
BRIEFS

AMBER RAUSCHKOLB

Senior Arts & Leisure Writer
At 5 a.m. on Nov. 13 a sexual
assault occurred in CCRH. UAH
campus police have a suspect in
custody and are further investigat
ing the assault.
When I addressed a number of
students and faculty Monday and
Tuesday, approximately 95 percent
were unaware of the Crime Alert
and the 5 percent who did know
were all off-campus students. Even
girls who live in CCRH were un
aware of the event when ques
tioned Nov. 17.
1 understand that the univer
sity tries to ensure the safety of all
students on campus. However, as
a student, I am frustrated that in
cidents on campus arc found out
by either watching the 10 o'clock
news, or through word of mouth or
flyers on some buildings. Whatever
happened to the U Alert e-mails?
The flyers posted in the CCRH
and the UC were taken down Nov.
14 before Open House."Once there

ZACH POPE

See PROPULSION on Pg. 6

SPORTS BRIEFS
On Nov. 13-14. the UAH
hockey team played its last two
home games of 2009 against the
University of Massachusetts-Low
ell at the Von Braun Center, losing
both games. The score for the Nov.
13 game was 3-1, and the Nov. 14
game saw a sweep of 4-0 in favor
of the Riverhawks. These were not
conference games.

See HOCKEY on Pg. 7
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is no longer a threat [and] an arrest
made. Crime Alerts can be taken
down." commented a UAH ad
ministrator. Funny enough though,
why are the Crime Alerts still up in
other buildings across campus?
Overall. 1 wish the UAH Po
lice had a proper police blotter,
which lists all crimes that occur
on campus. It is unacceptable that
the department of public safety last
updated their Web site June 2009
for Crimes on Campus—it is four
and a half months out of date. I do
not believe that it would a tremen
dous burden for UAH police to
provide a weekly update of Crimes
on Campus without students' hav
ing to go to the police station and
request information or wait for the
end of the year report.
For that matter, the department
of public safety should also update
their Campus Safety Guide. Page
one discusses thing to do to pro
tect yourself, which should include
protecting your neighbor/room
mate from theft or assualt. Page
two discusses guests checking into

the Residence Halls. I
believe that the front
desk should enforce
checking IDs because
anyone can come in
the building with a
fake ID. IDs should
be one issued either
by the state, a federal
issue, or a UAH ID.
Residence hall poli
cies, which prohibit
overnight guests of
the
opposite-sex,
should be enforced.
If these rules and
policies made by the
department of public
safety and resident
halls continue to go
unenforced, it's rea
sonable to believe
that students may feel
it is unsafe to live on
campus.
As a good friend
told me, "Never invite
trouble where trouble
isn't needed."

Is an International Campus a Possibility for UAH?
Staff Writer

The Propulsion Research Cen
ter completes several million dol
lars worth of research every year.
The current goal is to complete
$1.5 million worth of research
from outside money this year.
Generally, six to 10 professors, 10
to 15 graduate students, and five
to 10 undergraduates are involved
with projects every year.
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Editorial: Should I Have to Hunt for Public Information?

There is talk around campus
about an international campus.
Many questions are floating around
campus, such as will.it be in Pana
ma? When is the completion date?
And what money will UAH use to
build the campus?
When Dave Williams became
president three years ago he insti
tuted his Power of Ten principles,
which had a completion date of five
years. One of these Power of Ten
goals was Ten to the Zero Power,
or one international campus.
With five years being such a
long goal, the UAH administra
tion quickly realized it was not
long enough to finish an interna
tional campus. While this goal is
not complete, it is reachable. UAH
administration and staff are cur
rently exploring several ideas and
locations.
"Panama is the strongest pos
sibility at the current time, if UAH
were to build an international cam
pus," President Williams said.
UAH and Dr. Tom Sever are
working to establish connections
through the Servir Project. ("Servir" is Spanish for "to serve.") This
project monitors the South Ameri
can environment. UAH software
installed on the system predicts
flooding
and landslide areas in
order to aid emergency services.
Through this project, some UAH
students have traveled to Panama.
For more information on this proj

ect, go to http://www.nasa.gov/
mission_pages/servir/index.htmi.
The next strongest possibility
may be China. UAH already has
a partnership allowing Chinese
student to come to UAH, but no
similar arrangement exists allow
ing UAH students to go to China.
Plans are in the works for a part
nership between the UAH College
of Business and Beijing Univer
sity. President Williams and the
UAH administration are talking to
the president of Beijing University
in hopes of starting an international
MBA (or master's of business ad
ministration) program. The pro
gram would allow UAH profes
sors to travel and teach in China in
Chinese. According to Williams,
many professors in the college of
business are willing to participate
in this program. If this program
were to take off, this would only
strengthen the ties between these
two universities.
A third, yet less distinct, pos
sibility is India. A campus in India
would mean abiding by many In
dian laws.
"The Indian government has
just recently removed some of their
laws on international campuses,"
Williams said. With this said. In
dia would still be one of the more
unlikely places for an international
campus. Provost Vistap Karbhari
states that if UAH were asked to
build a campus in India, the admin
istration would certainly explore
the idea more. With that said, re
cruiting seems to be the end of the

India campus idea.
President Williams would like
to see more study abroad courses
offered before beginning to build
an international campus. Partner
ships with international universi
ties must come first.
Deciding the cost of medi
cal insurance and tuition are also
part of the process. This may seem
easy, but cannot be determined
until the time the building starts.
Many countries have different laws
regarding health insurance, as do
many insurance providers. UAH
also has to factor funding, which
may come from the World Bank,
and building cost in each country.
"We will look at everything,"
Karbhari said. "We don't want to
do something for the sake of doing
it."
UAH has already had a few
offers to build an international
campus, but has turned them down.
Of the ones turned down, a few
wanted to make a profit, and others
were just not right for UAH.
As far as an international cam
pus for UAH. there are not any
concrete plans, according to Wil
liams.
"We are sprinkling many ideas
to see if any take off: we may de
cide later down the road that an in
ternational campus is not right for
UAH." Williams said. Even with
all these possibilities and ideas, the
international campus is still far in
the future—if it happens.

Crime alerts were posted around campus.
Photo credit: Raymond Gilstrap

Faculty Senate Votes
to Consider Voting
on Bill to Censure
President Williams
LISA BARBELLA

Senior News Writer

The UAH Faculty Senate has
voted to consider Senate Bill 331,
which would act as a censure of
President Williams. A censure is
an official rebuke of a public offi
cial by a legislative body. It is used
to express disapproval for unac
ceptable behaviors or policies, al
though it has no legal effects, and
it does not affect the legitimacy of
the official's position.
At the Nov. 12 faculty senate
meeting, 25 senate members vot
ed to consider the bill, one voted
against considering the bill and
three abstained. The bill is on the
agenda for the December 3 faculty
senate meeting, at which it will be
discussed and possibly voted on.
The bill addresses issues relat
ing to Williams' performance as
president, however, according to
faculty senate president Dr. Letha
Etzkom. "It is primarily related to
issues arising from the freshmen
on campus housing policy." The
bill includes concerns about the fi
nancial effect of the housing policy
on students as well as its potential
effect on enrollment.

See SENATE on Pg. 2
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In particular, the proposed bill
reprimands Williams for not shar
ing pertinent information regarding
the housing policy with the faculty
and the public. The bill outlines
two formal requests for informa
tion the faculty senate submitted to
administration through senate bills,
one bill asking for documents "re
lated to conditions and covenants
connected with the residence hall
bond and the rating of the bond,"
and another bill "seeking the many
communications received by the
administration from parents, teach
ers, and prospective students from
the community on the housing

policy." The bill concludes by stat
ing that the senate did not receive
the information they formally and
informally requested; therefore, if
voted on and passed, it would cen
sure President Williams.
Although an overwhelming
majority of the senate voted to
consider the bill, it is unclear how
they will vote during the Decem
ber 3 meeting. One faculty senate
member explained. "Some sena
tors who voted to consider the bill
strongly urge the rewriting of lan
guage within the bill. At this point
it is premature to say whether or
not there is support for this bill in
the senate. However, there is clear
support for considering the bill."

Senator Sanford Speaks to the
Political Science Club
JESSICA ROBINSON
Staff Writer
On Nov. 4, Alabama Senator
Paul Sanford spoke about his role
in the Alabama Senate to the Po
litical Science Club. Sen. Sanford
touched on topics that concern
Huntsville residents and offered a
straightforward view on politics in
Alabama.
During the discussion Sen.
Sanford spoke about the 8,000 to
15.000 jobs that the Base Realign
ment and Closure initiative will
bring to north Alabama. While on
the topic, Sen. Sanford said that it
is difficult to get Montgomery to
reinvest in Huntsville because they
are guaranteed to get $40 to 50 mil
lion in tax dollars that those jobs
will bring. Sen. Sanford said that
Montgomery has a short-sighted
mentality. The support north Ala

bama receives from Washington
causes a "disconnect" between
Huntsville and Montgomery.
When asked about the growth
in Madison County, Sen. Sanford
said, "The city has planned poorly
for the growth of the city." The $2
million spent on the sidewalk proj
ect in downtown Huntsville could
have been spent on the school sys
tem, the senator said.
Sen. Sanford urges students
to get involved in their local gov
ernment. "There is power in hand
written letters; it commands that a
public official engage you on some
level," he said. Sen. Sanford of
fered an honest outlook on local
government. Vice president of the
Political Science Club Diane Ryan
commented, "I appreciate Senator
Sanford for giving us a unique and
dynamic view on state and local
politics."
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Engendering the Professional Debate: Men and
Women in Nursing and Engineering
RAGHU GODAVARTHI
Staff Writer
Think of a nurse and the typi
cal images are of Florence Night
ingale and Linda Richards. Think
engineer, and the corresponding
image would be of a Thomas Edi
son, or a Robert Fulton. Josephine
Cochran, inventor of the mechani
cal dishwasher, or Walt Whitman,
who volunteered as a nurse during
the Civil War, are merely histori
cal statistics. Men form a mere 5
percent of the nursing workforce,
according to the Wikipedia article
on male nurses.
Campus enrollment statis
tics support this. According to the
American Association of CriticalCare Nurses, the national average
for men enrolling in undergraduate
nursing program is 10.4 percent;

for graduate programs, it is 8.9
percent. But UAH has tradition
ally had numbers higher than the
national average. The percentages
at UAH are 14.6 percent for un
dergraduates and 9.8 percent for
graduates, and have not fluctuated
much over the years.
The engineering side of the
story almost flips the numbers. The
National Society of Women Engi
neers counts 17.2 percent in under
graduate programs are women, and
22.3 percent in graduate programs
are women. For UAH, thcJigures
are 18.4 percent and 19.7 percent,
respectively, again with low devia
tion.
Given the skewed gender ratio,
some prejudices do exist. Charlsie
Smith, a senior and civil engineer
ing senior said, "They say and/or
show me through actions that I am

less of an engineer because I am
female." Lisa Blanchard, a gradu
ate engineering management stu
dent, recounts her undergraduate
days when being the only woman
in the class meant that she was
rarely heard. She is glad that male
engineers have "greater regard" for
their female counterparts today.
Alwin Heuer, a sophomore
and nursing student, does not find
much difference within the uni
versity. but finds a difference in
hospitals where women nurses are
generally better received. "It takes
a lot of encouragement, time and
will to become a nurse, whether
male or female," he added. He is
appreciative of the support shown
by the staff and faculty here toward
male students. James Thompson, a
nursing senior, agrecd.saying there
is no "awkwardness" being male.

Editorial: UAH vs UA - How Much More Does Bama Really Cost?
MATT SAYAR
Senior Science & Tech Writer
I love UAH. I love the co-op
job I have; I love my classes; I love
the computer science program; I
love my fraternity; and I love how
it's impacting my life. That said,
I'm a little worried about what a
new guy might think when com
paring schools in Alabama. Spe
cifically, I'm worried about what
happens if a high school student
from north Alabama compares the
numbers between and the Univer
sity of Alabama.
When comparing the schools,
I took the approach I think most
graduating high school seniors
would take. I checked the Web
sites. Both Web sites look great,
but UA does a much better job of
keeping all the enrollment costs in
one place, whereas you have to dig
around the UAH Web site to find
all the fees.
I started clicking around to look
for how much each school costs.
For these numbers, I'll pretend I'm
an in-state undergrad student who
wants to live on campus and take
16 hours in the spring semester of
2010. Tuition at UAH: $3,390.00.
Tuition at Bama: $3,500.00. I
should note that Bama charges a
flat rate of S3.500 per semester for
anyone wanting to take between 12
and 16 hours, while UAH starts at
$2,850.00 for 12 hours and steps
up to $3,390.00 for 16 hours.
When comparing straight tu
ition, it only costs $110 more per
semester to go to Alabama.
Another big cost to compare
is housing. Each school requires
freshmen to live on campus (al
though UAH is about to require
sophomores to live on campus as
well), while UA will not. While
UAH freshmen all live in CCRH.
UA students have mere choices
with several different price points,
so I'm using the price of a UA
dorm with similar amenities. After

including the required meal plan
payments for freshmen, a student
at UAH will pay $3,362.00 per se
mester, and UA students will pay
$5,072.00 per semester.
When comparing housing and
residence costs, it costs $1710.00
more per semester to go to UA.
Finally, there's the parking decal. UAH has the flat-rate $120,
while UA has several different op
tions, the most similar option cost
ing $220, which is for UA student
residents. On an unrelated note,
UA commuter students who don't
live on campus have the option to
pay $165.
When comparing decal fees,
UA costs $100 more per year.
When you add up the costs for
the first semester for a freshman at
UAH and UA, without calculating
wildly varyingcosts likecourse fees
and books and supplies, a freshman
at UAH will fork over $6,872.00
for their education. UA freshmen

can expect to pay $8,792.00.
If a new student were deciding
between the University of Alabama
in Huntsville and the University of
Alabama, the student would realize
that it only costs $1920.00 more
per semester to attend the latter.
This is where I hope UAH
realizes how important its cost-ef
fectiveness came into play in the
past, back when tuition didn't go
up with a percentage in the doubledigits every year, and when park
ing decals were $35. For less than
$2k extra per semester, a freshman
could attend one of the largest
schools in the Southeast, take part
in the school's monumental foot
ball program, enjoy the school s
instant name recognition, and par
take in a college experience such as
you see in the movies.
I love UAH. I'm not going
anywhere, but I xlon't know how
to sell UAH to an average prospec
tive student any longer.
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Arts & Leisure

A Spin on Thanksgiving; Dinner
t-

O

AMBER RAUSCHKOLB
Senior Arts & Leisure Writer

Tired of eating roasted turkey.
com on the cob and green bean
casserole the same way each year?

O

Try "Turkey Pie" or "Turkey Torti11a Soup" to serve at your table this
year.

What you will need for a "Turkey Pie'
Box of instant mashed potatoes
(mix according to box instructions)
1 tablespoon of olive oil
1 pound of shredded turkey meat
Salt and freshly ground pepper
12 to 15 baby carrots, chopped
1 cup of French green beans, chopped
2 cups of cooked com

1 small onion, chopped
3 roasted red bell peppers, chopped
1 tablespoon of butter
2 tablespoons of all-purpose flour
1 cup of chicken stock
1 teaspoon of sweet paprika
2 tablespoons of chopped fresh parsley leaves

After the instant mashed potatoes are done, preheat a large skillet over medium heat. Warm
the oil in the pan and add the turkey. Season the turkey meat with salt and pepper, then saut£
for 3-4 minutes. Add chopped carrots, onions, com, roasted peppers and green beans to the pan,
and cook the veggies with the meat for 5 minutes, stirring frequently. Transfer mixture to a large
bowl, leaving 1 tablespoon of fat in the pan. Over medium-high heat, add butter and flour to fat
to form mux. Add chicken stock broth slowly, whisking constantly till the gravy thickens in 1-2
minutes. When desired consistency is achieved, stir in meat, vegetables, paprika and parsley.
Preheat broiler to high. Fill 4-6 (8 ounce) ramekins with the meat and vegetable mixture.
Top with a spoon of potatoes over evenly. Sprinkle paprika on top of potatoes if desired. Place
ramekins in oven, and broil 6-8 inches from the heat until the potatoes are evenly browned. Serve
hot.

What you will need for "Turkey Tortilla Soup":
3 pounds of turkey, cut into 24 pieces
Salt and freshly ground black pepper
!4 cup of olive oil
3 cloves garlic, minced
1 small onion, chopped
1 teaspoon of ground cumin
14 Vi ounce can of diced tomatoes

1 can of while kidney beans
1 can of Rotel chilies
Vi teaspoon dried Mexican oregano
1 bay leaf
2 quarts of water
1/2 of fresh lime fruit
2 -4 tortillas

Wash and dry the turkey and season highly with salt, black pepper and ground cumin. Warm
the oil in a heavy stockpot over medium heat. Brown the turkey on all sides and remove to a plat
ter. Shred the turkey meal when it's easy to touch. Keep enough fat to coat the bottom of the pot.
Add the onion, tossing until it's browned at the edges and beginning to soften, about 2-4 minutes.
Add the garlic, tomatoes (including juice), chilies, beans, rtregano and bay leaf; cook, stirring
occasionally, 2-3 minutes. Return the shredded turkey to the pan along with the water. Bring to a
boil, then cover the pot. reduce the heat to low and simmer for 20 minutes or until turkey is fully
cooked. Stir in lime juice and remove bay leaf.
While soup is simmering, cut tortilla strips and bake in the oven; removed when chips
are crispy. Serve soup with tortillas on top. Chunks of avocado, minced cilantro leaves and sour
cream are optional toppings.

Talking About Communications: A Chat with Dr. Rountree
RAGHU GODAVARTHI
Staff Writer
Dr. Clarke Rountree, profes
sor of communication arts at UAH,
won this year's Kohrs-Campbell
Prize in Rhetorical Criticism for his
book "Judging the Supreme Court:
Construction of Motives in [Bush v
Gore." He received a plaque along
with a cash prize of $10,000.
At UAH, Rountree teaches
public speaking, rhetorical criti
cism and rhetorical theory. A na
tive of Decatur. Ala., Rountree has
a long history at UAH. He received
his bachelor's in political science
at UAH, and after receiving his
master's and Ph.D. at the Univer
sity of Iowa, he returned here in
1993 as an assistant professor. He
was made a full professor in 2007.
He was appointed the chair
of communication arts temporar
ily in 1996, and was made perma

nent in 2007 until this year. Back
in 1996. he had just been tenured,
and felt that students interested in
journalism should write and be en
couraged to write. To this end, he
served as faculty advisor for The
Exponent from 1999-2004, and
again since 2008. He was replaced
by Dr. Mitch Berbrier between
2004 and 2008.
To pay his way through school,
he worked as assistant head of cir
culation at the Salmon Library dur
ing his undergraduate years. He
has received the UAH Foundation
awards for both teaching (2000)
and research (2008).
"UAH has always aimed to
have scholarly research," he said,
"and I have always striven for
scholarly creative activity." He is
currently also the vice-president
of the Kenneth Burke Society and
will take over as president in 2011.
The society awarded him a Distin

guished Service Award in 2002.
His publications list includes
books - he edited and.contributed
a chapter to "Brown v Board at 50:
A Rhetorical Perspective" (Lex
ington Books. 2004) - textbooks,
journal articles and proceedings.
His monograph on the presidency
of George W. Bush is currently un
der review. A biography of Presi
dent Bush is also in the works.
As a teacher of communica
tion. he is very aware of the chang
es in technology. He calls himself
"old-fashioned" for
preferring
chalk and marker boards to Pow
erPoint presentations, but believes
"writing is the best way to learn
how to think and communicate."
The cell phone communication
with his sons, both undergraduate
students at Aubum. is an everyday
reminder of these changes.
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Annual Holiday Art Sale Starts Today
PIKBRP NPI
tnv
PIERRE
NELSON
Staff Writer

Today is the first day of the
Holiday Art Sale, an annual event
at which art students sell their fa
vorite paintings, t-shirts, sculptures
and jewelry. It is entirely sponsored
by the UAH Art Club. In addition
to art for sale, there will be freshly
baked goods, a book sale, a raffle
and music guests from around the
area.
Profits from the sale are split

sn/sn
with half
half going
onino In
the artist
artisl
50/50, with
to the
and half to the Art Club. As such,
the sale is a major fundraiser for
the club. It supports various activi
ties such as figure drawing nights,
workshops for art students and
Halloween in the Spring —an an
nual dance party held in April.
The Holiday Art Sale will last
from 11 a.m. to 7 p.m. on Nov. 1820 and will be held at Union Grove
(the little white house between the
UC and Morton Hall).

Dido and Aeneas Preview
JESSICA ROBINSON
Staff Writer
UAH Theatre will perform the
opera "Dido and Aeneas" from Dec.
11-13. The opera is co-directed by
Karen Young and David Harwell
and conducted by Erin Colwitz.
Composed by English composer
Henry Purcell. the baroque opera
will be the second opera performed
on the UAH campus.
The three act opera, written in
the 17th century, is based on a sto
ry from the fourth book of Virgil's
"Aeneid." The opera focuses on
the love story between Dido, queen
of Carthage, and Aeneas, a Trojan
refugee. When Aeneas and his
crew find themselves shipwrecked
in Carthage, Aeneas and Dido fall
into a whirlwind romance.
Evil witches plot the- ruin of

Carthage by luring Aeneas back
to Troy, away from his beloved.
Dido is devastated when she learns
that Aeneas must leave Rome.
Overcome with grief, she antici
pates death.
According to co-director Kar
en Young, the opera has a 20th-cen
tury twist that will make the opera
more appealing to all ages.
"This version is a modern pre
sentation with lots of visual effects
to make it visually stimulating,"
Young said. The production will
include original baroque instru
ments and will include traditional
as well as modern costumes.
"Dido ahd Aeneas" will show
Dec. 11 and 12 at 7:30 p.m. and
Dec. 13 at 3:00 p.m. Admission is
$5 for students and $10 for the gen
eral public. For ticket information
call 824-6436.

Event Calendar
Nov. 18
• The Holiday Art Sale begins at 11 a.m. and will last until 7
p.m. It will take place in Union Grove (between Morton Hall
and the UC).
•Sigma Nu will have a bachelor auction in its fraternity house.
Bidding on the most handsome fall pledge class member starts
at 7:30 p.m.
•ACE presents a witty love comedy flick "Love Happens," star
ring Jennifer Aniston. It will be shown at 9 p.m. in the UC.
Nov. 19
• Barnes & Noble will celebrate the grand opening of the new
bookstore located in the UC. There will be food, various book
signings and freebies. 8:30 a.m.
• Phi Beta Sigma will present its spin-off of the popular game
show "Are You Smarter than a Fifth Grader." Chan Auditorium.
7:14 p.m.
• The UAH men's basketball team will play Ouachita Baptist at
7:30 p.m. in Spragins Hall.
Nov. 20
• Nathan Johnson will perform at the Flying Monkey. S10. 7
p.m.
• The Dexateens will be performing at Crossroads. Opening for
them is local duo Barnstormers. $8. 10 p.m.
Nov. 21
• The Huntsville Swing Dance Society will have its monthly
dance featuring Miss Tess and the Bon Ton Parade. It will be
held at the Flying Monkey. The cost is $10 but is free to all UAH
students. 7 p.m.
• The Huntsville Swing Dance Society will have a late night
dance party right after the aforementioned monthly dance. There
will be. various DJs who will be mixing it up all night. The party
starts at midnight and will last all the way until 3 a.m. And get
this, it's totally free.
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TUTORING BLITZ
December 2nd 9:00 am—7:00 pm
All day drop in tutoring for SSC Tutoring Subjects
Madison Hall First Floor
Student Success Center
123 Madison Hall
•www.uah.edu/ssc
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SSC

UAHuntsville
Student Sua ess Center
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ChargerTalk: Is the World Truly Going to End in 2012 or is it Simply Another Scare?
ASHLEY TROMBA
Staff Writer
On Jan. I. 2000, the world
waited anxiously for a dramatic
end to life in the 20th century.
Entering into the 21st century cre
ated a wide-spread panic in the
computer and government sectors
and even the private sectors of the
world. The Year 2000 Problem, or
Y2K, generated a lot of problems
for computer programmers and a
lot of fears for the general public.
The problem occurred be
cause all computers had been pro
grammed using a four-digit code
using 19 as the first two digits;
the year 2000 would be thus seen
as 19100. As the year 2000, came
around, this change in dates had
the potential to cause improper
data processing and world account
ing systems and business computer
systems to fail.
The public feared that if ac
counting and banking systems

failed, there would be a second
global depression. People began to
stock up on food and supplies and
to withdraw their money from their
financial institutions.
However,
computer programmers worked to
fix the problem. Only a few minor
computer glitches occurred across
the globe, and contrary to common
belief, the world did not end.
Now almost ten years later, the
world is beginning to fear the end
of the world again. The fear is that
something cataclysmic is going to
occur, causing the true end of the
world. The year 2012 is believed
to be a significant year for all
things astronomical and ancient.
Hundreds of predictions have been
made about the events foretold to
occur in the year 2012.
The Maya are well known for
their detailed calendars. The Maya
were the first to indicate time as a
linear concept by linking together
events at different times linearly.
They had also several different cal

endars that documented different
types of events. These calendars
could be linked together to predict
the approximate time period for an
event to occur.
Some Mayan astronomers used
their numbering system to predict
events to come for 3.000 years in
the future. The last event predicted
was expected to occur between the
equinoxes in the year 2012. Many
believe that as this was the last
event predicted, it must signify the
end of world. Others believe that
the ancient astronomers simply
just predicted events up to a certain
point and stopped.
However, Mayan elder Apolinario Chile Pixtun stated in an in
terview with MSNBC that the Ma
yan calendar does not end. Rather,
it is cyclic. The "end of the world"
theories come from Western ideas
and not Mayan ones.
The possible end in the Mayan
calendar is not the only source of
concern in reference to the year

2012. The Web-Bot Project, cocreated by George Ure, has robots
monitoring the Internet to analyze
trends and make predictions on the
various social tendencies, original
ly in the stock market. Ure stated
that the system predicted a world
changing event that would occur
sometime between 60 to 90 days
after June 2001, which would en
compass the events of September
11.2001.
The program was then turned
into an indicator of future terrorist
attacks. In general, its vague pre
dictions have been correct. The
newest prediction of these webbots is that on Dec. 21, 2012, the
end of the world will come through
a possible polar shift.
Dissenters point out that while
it is totally possible to predict hu
man action through the analysis of
internet usage, it is impossible to
predict a natural disaster. Others
believe that the extremely vague
predictions of the program are too

BARNEScNOBLE

C O L L E G E

B O O K S E L L E R S

University Bookstore Grand Opening
What a r e your plans for November 1 9 and 20? Do you have some room in your schedule
for a little fun, food, and freebies? The campus bookstore is hosting its grand opening event
during t h e s e two days - don't miss it.
In October, Barnes & Noble College Booksellers assumed operations of t h e campus
bookstore, bringing an unparalleled level of expertise and customer focus t o t h e University
of Alabama in Huntsville. To welcome the campus community to the bookstore and
everything it now has to offer, t h e store is hosting a grand opening event from Thursday,
November 1 9 to Friday, November 20.
Festivities include a signing by Dr. Richard Modlin, who authored Chasing Wings (Foreward
Magazine's Book of t h e Year Finalist) and Malachite Lion, and by Marian Lewis, who
authored A Tent in t h e Forest and An Igloo on the Lake. In addition, attendees can enjoy
free snacks and giveaways while supplies last, and can take advantage of a special sales
promotion.
The bookstore is located a t t h e University Center - 301 Sparkman Drive, and is open from
8:30 a . m . t o 5 : 0 0 p.m.

About Barnes & Noble, Inc.
Barnes & Noble, Inc. (NYSE: BKS), the world's largest bookseller and a Fortune 500
company, operates 774 bookstores in 50 states. Barnes & Noble College Booksellers, LLC,
(www.bncollege.com)a wholly-owned subsidiary of Barnes & Noble, also operates 624
college bookstores serving nearly 4 million students and over 250,000 faculty members
at colleges and universities across the United States. Barnes & Noble is the nation's top
bookseller brand for the sixth year in a row, as determined by a combination of the brand's
performance on familiarity, quality, and purchase intent; the top bookseller in quality for
the second year in a row and the number two retailer in trust, according to the EquiTrend®
Brand Study by Harris Interactive®. Barnes & Noble conducts its online business through
Barnes & Noble.com (www.bn.com), one of the Web's largest e-commerce sites, which
also features hundreds of thousands of titles in its eBookstore (www.bn.com/ebooks).
Customers can buy and read eBooks on a wide range of platforms, including the iPhone and
iPod touch, BlackBerry® smartphones, as well as most Windows® and Mac® laptops or
full-sized desktop computers.
General information on Barnes & Noble, Inc. can be obtained via the Internet by visiting the
company's corporate website: www.barnesandnobleinc.com.

vague and that almost any event
can fit into the prediction after the
fact. The third argument against
the prediction is that the program
studies the Internet and what is put
on the Internet: as more doomsday
articles and 2012 blogs are written,
the program is more likely to as
sume that the possible destruction
of the world is inevitable due to the
trend towards questioning the pos
sible end of the world.
However, not all of these fears
are originating from ancient astro
nomical or technological ideas. In
Hollywood, the idea of world de
struction has filled movie theaters.
In March 2009. the movie "Know
ing" was released, which proposed
the idea of solar flares as the cause
for the end of the world. On Nov.
13, 2009, the movie "2012" will
be released. It encompasses all of
the current fears associated with
the date: natural disasters such as
tsunamis and earthquakes and the
death of nearly the entire world
population.
With hundreds of predictions
being made about what is to come
during the year 2012, the question
must be asked: Is the world truly
going to end in 2012 or is this sim
ply-another scare, similar to the
Y2K scare ?
"I'm trying not to think about
it. It's not important right now. You
have to think about tomorrow, not
2012." -Brittany Holmes, master's,
biology
"Absolutely not. I think it's ri
diculous. As far as I know, we are
nine years past the supposed apoc
alypse, and 2021 will be another
nine years past the apocalypse
again." -Blake Brambach, sopho
more. sociology and German
"No. If it's the end of the
world, it's going to be from us, not
God smiting us. The poem 'Fire
and Ice' by Robert Frost sums it
up." -Ashley Hamilton, freshman,
undeclared
"Nothing is going to happen,
because I don't feel that anyone
knows what exactly will happen.
God is real." -Christopher Mosley,
junior, mechanical engineering
"I don't. I really don't believe
the world is going to end in 2012."
-Srdan Boskavic, junior, civil engi
neering
"I don't really know." -Randy
Toone, junior, electrical engineer- •
ing
"The math department is sup
posed to be giving a lecture on it.
I'll go find out." -Joe Frazer, ju
nior. math
"They do have some evidence.
I don't think the world will end. I
just think we'll have some interfer
ence with some devices. That will
be about it."-Jonathan Keenum, ju
nior. aerospace engineering
Popular opinion at UAH seems
to be that nothing is going to hap
pen, and that 2012 will just be an
other year. Questions arise about
whether or not there is a correlation
between education levels and the
belief in the predicted end of the
world. What do you think?
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Senior Project Team Launches Balloon With(out) a Twist
MATT SAYAR

Senior Science & Tech Writer
An EE 494 senior design class
has formed a mission team, dubbed
the Thundercats. to launch a bal
loon into the atmosphere. It suc
cessfully launched at 10:50 a.m. on
Nov. 7. It featured several unique
design elements to keep it more
stable and warmer than a typical
balloon launch.
The team assembled the payload with an onboard gyroscope
that measured the spin of the en
tire contraption, which talked to
motors which could control the
"wings" on the side to help Teduce
the amount of overall spin. Also in
side the apparatus was an electrical
heating element and a thermostat
that could help the interior main
tain a "toasty 70 degrees."

The Thundercats met bright
and early at the National Space Sci
ence and Technology Center on the
comer of Sparkman and Bradford
to prepare for the launch. They ran
several last-minute tests, then re
leased the balloon and payload to
the forces that be. The balloon trav
elled 84,000 feet high and burst,
landing in Lake Guntcrsville. Erin
Evans and Jinliu Wang persuaded
some gentlemen in a boat to help
them recover their experiment.
The payload initially appears
to have worked precisely as de
signed, and the Thundercats re
trieved a large amount of meticu
lously detailed data recorded by the
payload's on-board data-loggers.
Overall, the team enjoyed
working together to prepare a suc
cessful launch and is working on
preparing its final presentation.

The launch team with its payload. Front, from left: Jinliu Wang, Daniel Segewitz. Erin Evans. Back, from left: Dominique Kenebrew. Andre
Wright. Photo credit: Team Thundercats

The Propulsion Research Center: The Man Behind the Scenes
ASHLEY TROMBA

students.

Staff Writer

Now as the interim director of
the PCR, Frederick does not teach
as much. This fall he is teaching an
advanced solid rocket propulsion
class, an aerospace lab and a grad
uate class called advanced reading
in aerospace that deals with critical
assessments of technical data.

The Propulsion Research Cen
ter completes several million dol
lars worth of research every year.
The current goal is to complete
$1.5 million worth of research
from outside money this year.
Generally, six to 10 professors, 10
to 15 graduate students, and five
to 10 undergraduates are involved
with projects every year.
Dr. Robert Frederick is the
current interim director of the Pro
pulsion Research Center and is
involved with many aspects of the
center's daily activities. He has a
doctorate in aeronautics and astro
nautics from Purdue University.
In the past, Frederick has taught
thermodynamics,
undergradu
ate and graduate level propulsion
classes, aerospace lab, and missile
systems engineering. For 17 years,
his passion was in developing the
integrated product team which is
now the basis of the senior design
class for mechanical and aerospace

According to Frederick. "The
PRC connects government agen
cies, companies, and the univer
sity into teams that can do research
and development type projects."
The PRC follows a workforce de
velopment philosophy in which
the next generation of engineers
and scientists are used. Frederick
stated, "(In the history of the PRC,)
we have participated with the col
leges to produce more than 100
master's and more than 25 doctor
ate degrees, which is unusual for
a research center." Last year, the
PRC made financial investments in
15 graduate students and 10 under
graduate students to participate in
research projects.
Besides helping students suc

ceed in their future as engineers
and scientists, the center also does
research. There are three aspects
of research that are currently ac
tive. The first and biggest sector is
in liquid rocket injector research.
This area received 75 percent of
last year's funding. The second
and third areas are in advanced
space propulsion and in advanced
solid rocket propulsion.
Frederick is currently doing
research on liquid rocket engine in
jectors that has applications on the
Ares programs and future Air Force
propulsion systems. The phenom
enon he is currently dealing with is
called combustion instability. He is
working on developing a laboratory
test that would test whether an in
jector would cause a rocket to blow
up before testing the whole engine.
He is currently working on this in
a team and plays the role of coach
rather than one of the players.
Along with his research in
the PRC, Frederick is also just
finishing a project on conceptual
missile designs. He also had a

role as an advisor to the Missile
Defense Agency. His training and
background is in solid propulsion,
which is useful considering UAH
is about to have the capability to
create solid propellants on campus
for research purposes. Currently
the PRC is doing safety research
and getting everything set up for
this new exciting opportunity.
Despite being the current face
of the PRC, Frederick said, "[The
PRC is] really about the people
who make it happen—the students
and staff who are doing the work
and getting their hands dirty." Pro
fessors who wish to conduct any
propulsion type research are wel
come to "come play propulsion."
Dr. Kader Frendi, the current
department chair of mechanical
engineering, is currently perform
ing modeling studies on what is
happening in the lab. Dr. Marlow
Moser is working on cryogenic
propellant "systems.
Dr. David
Landrum is performing concept
propulsion studies.
The PRC laboratory is across

campus behind the row of generally
ignored and seemingly dilapidated
buildings. The current laboratory
facilities house two hot fire test
cells: an air breathing test cell and
rocket test cell. On just the rocket
test cell, they have the capability to
test solids, hybrids, liquids, gases
and combinations of those. They
also have a large vacuum chamber
for electric propulsion research.
The laboratory is filled with vari
ous machines, gases, and people
all designated for various propul
sion research. According to Tony
Hall, a test engineer for the PRC,
he makes "expensive fire."
The
PRC laboratory is also home to the
Student Launch Initiative, run by
Moser.
The Propulsion Research Cen
ter holds a compendium of oppor
tunities for students of all levels
to get hands-on experience and to
learn about the current propulsion
research areas of interest. Interest
ed students can visit the PRC Web
site at http://www.prc.uah.edu for
more information.
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Senior Sports Profile: Kevin Morrison
ERIC MORGAN
Staff Writer
Name: Kevin Morrison
Number: 25
Position: Left Wing
Major: Business Finance
Why did you -choose UAH?
"I chose UAH because of the
well-known business program and
because of UAH's history of suc
cess with the hockey program. The
community and student support of
the ice hockey program is outstand
ing and definitely assisted me with
my decision to attend UAH."
What do you like about
UAH? "I enjoy the small class
room sizes at UAH. It makes for a
much better learning environment.
The hockey facility and campus fa

Boston Butts Barbecue
for Baseball Fundraiser
ERIC MORGAN
Staff Writer
The UAH baseball team will
sell smoked Boston Butts for $35
on Nov. 23-24. Local barbecue and
catering company Fork Down and
Pork will cook the butts. All of the
proceeds go toward the UAH base
ball team, which starts its season
on Feb. 7. 2010.
The barbecue can be picked up
between 4-6 p.m. Please contact
Head Coach Lowell Mooneyham
at 256-824-2197 for more informa
tion.

cilities are great. The hospitality of
students and faculty at UAH make
for an enjoyable four years and
make it that much easier for inter
national students. When it comes
to strong student support for athlet
ics, UAH is a great example."
How long have you been
playing hockey? "I have been
playing hockey since I was 5
years old, which would make it 18
years."
Why do you enjoy hockey?
"I enjoy the team environment of
hockey. Being around the guys
on a daily basis creates a family
like bond. All the guys hang out
together and get along well. This,
along with the competitive na
ture of hockey, makes the sport of
hockey my favorite. Being a com
petitive individual allows me to put

forth the effort needed to win on a
nightly basis."
What makes you a good
hockey player? "I think that my
hard work ethic combined with
my speed make me a good hockey
player. I play my best hockey when
I am using my speed, playing hard
and shooting the puck. I tend to
use my speed when beating the op
posing team's defense and creating
scoring opportunities."
What are your hobbies?"In
my spare time I enjoy relaxing and
having a good time with friends.
My hobbies include getting away
to the cottage and boating."
What are your plans af
ter graduation? "Following my
graduation, I plan to pursue a pro
fessional hockey career for several
years before using my degree to

Basketball Team Falls to Vanderbilt
ERIC MORGAN
Staff Writer
The men's basketball team
played Vanderbilt University in
Nashville, Tenn., on Nov. 10, los
ing 56-91 to the Division I Com
modores.
This was an exhibition game,
which is an unofficial preseason
game. In fact, UAH is a Division
II team in the Gulf South Confer
ence, while Vanderbilt is in the
South East Conference.
The Chargers played Vander
bilt at this same time in 2008. Af
ter a close match, the Commodores
came out victorious with a score

of 84-65. Overall, the men's team
had a record of 17-11 in the 2008'09 season.
The Charger team kicked
off its season with a home game
against Carson-Newman on Nov.
16. They won 74-47 against this
Jefferson City, Tenn. team.
The women played University
of the South on November 16 and
won 88-60. This was the first game
for new women's head coach Roy
Heintz.
The Chargers will play again
on Nov. 19 at 7:30 p.m. against
Ouachita Baptist at UAH. The
women will play Ouachita Baptist,
as well, at 5:30 p.m.

GIVE A LITTLE
GET A L®T
Donate Plasma and Say& Lives!
For more information
GET PAID
call or visit:
2420 Jordan Lane

find a job in the finan
cial world. "
Kevin also added,
"Attending UAH as
a student athlete has
been a great experi
ence and will be some
thing I will always
remember. Going out
on a winning note will
make graduation that
much better."
If you are a se
nior sports player and
would like to be con
sidered for a feature
Senior Sports Profile
in The Exponent, then
e-mail Eric Morgan at
enn0004@uah.edu.
Photo by: Nick Franklin

Disappointing Loss
for Final Flome
Game of the Year
On Nov. 13-14, the UAH
hockey team played its last two
home games of 2009 against the
University of Massachusetts-Low
ell at the Von Braun Center, losing
both games. The score for the Nov.
13 game was 3-1, and the Nov. 14
game saw a sweep of 4-0 in favor
of the Riverhawks. These were not
conference games.
The Charger team will be on
the road playing its next 10 games
until late January 2010. On Nov.
20-21, the team will head to Min
nesota. where it will have the op
portunity to face conference rivals
Bemidji State, whom they already
lost to at home earlier this month.
From there, the team will
travel to Pittsburgh. Penn., on Dec.
4-5 for another conference game
against Robert Morris. This will be
its last game until 2010.
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November 14
UMass-Lowell
Chargers

4

0

Men's Basketball
Record 1-0 CHA 0-0
November 10
Vanderbilt
Chargers

91
56

November 16
Carsoft-Newman
Chargers

47
74

Women's Basketball
Record 1-0 GSCO-O
November 16
University of the South 60
88
Chargers

Ice Hockey
Record 3-7-0 CHA 0-2-0
Date
Opponent
November 20 Bemidji State
November 21 Bemidji State

Site
Bemidji, MN
Bemidji, MN

Time
7:35 p.m.
7:05 p.m.

Men's Basketball
Record 1-0 GSCO-O
Opponent
Date
November 19 Ouachita Baptist
November 21 Henderson State
November 23 Carson Newman

•

7a(eens

November 13
UMass-Lowell
Chargers

CHARGER SPORTS CALENDAR

(2S6) 217-0345

* Must be 18 years of age.
" Bring valid photo ID, current proof of
address and Social Security or immigration
card.

Ice Hockey
Record 3-7-0 CHA 0-2-0

ERIC MORGAN
Staff Writer

Suite L,M&N
Huntsville, AL 35816

talecrisplasma.com

CHARGER
SPORTS
SCORES

Date
November 19
November 21
November 24

Site
Time
7:30 p.m.
Home
Home
4:00 p.m.
Jefferson City. TN6.00 p.m.

Women's Basketball
Record 1-0 GSCO-O
Opponent
Site
Ouachita Baptist
Home
Henderson State
Home
Kentucky Wesieyan Owensboro. KY

Time
5:30 p.m.
2:00 p.m.
5:15 p.m.
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Rememberingjo Ferrando
RAGHU GODAVARTHI
Staff Writer
Josephine "Jo" Ferrando. elec
trical and computer engineering
department staff assistant, passed
away on Nov. 5. 2009. Jo joined
the UAH Electrical and Computer
Engineering Department in April
2(X)4. For those who haven't met
her. a simple introduction is that Jo
was a very kind person who found
the time in her busy schedule to
help professors and students with
their journal and conference sub
missions. To electrical and com
puter engineering students, she was
also the person with whom they
sometimes dropped off homework
or assignments, and from whom
they picked up corrected versions.
She kept the coffee going in

the EB 217 hall for faculty and stu
dents. She once told me about her
experience in military service and
how she subsequently came to hate
instant coffee. The clock might
show a few minutes to five, but
even if just two people showed up
in her office, she would run a fresh
brew for us.
Jo, you will not be forgotten.

Photo courtesy of the ECE Department.

Chess Puzzles
Puzzle 1: White to Move and Checkmate in Three

Puzzles courtesy of the UAH Chess Club. The UAH Chess Club meets every Wednes
day from 6:00-10:00 pm at the Charger Express Cafe in the University Center. All
levels are welcome!

Across
1. Slip
6. Higher
11. Federal
Communications
Commission
14. Adherent of Hinduism
15. Daughter of one's
brother or sister
16. Retirement plan
17. Communion table
18. Staggers
19. Slow run
20. Jesus Christ
22. Trellis
24. Fruit
26. Having red hair
30. Middle
34. Metal-bearing
mineral
35. Semitic language
36. Female given name
37. Living in a city
39. Partially opened
flower
40. Standard of
perfection
41. Spurt
42. Small in amount
44. Coming before
(prefix)
45. Fungal disease of
cereals
46. Midmorning break
48. Small drink of liquor
49. Carves
54. Hanging ice
59. Used to be
60. Fat insoluble in water
62. Former central
African republic
63. Hail
64. Texas mission
65. Like an elf
66. Affirmative reply
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Down
1. Sovereign
2. Air mattress
3. International (Abbrev)
4. June 6,1944
5. Inhabitant of Europe
6. Illegible
7. Filled pastry crust
8. Rind
9. Showy actions
10. Repose
11. S Pacific archipelago
12. Crocodile
13. Prison
21. Close
23. Next after the second
25. Reconstruct
26. Red cosmetic
27. Mistake
28. Rid of insect pests

29. Australian aboriginal
instrument
31. Oceanic trenches
32. Trap
33. Stories
38. Coral island
40. Enumerates
43. Heating, ventilating,
and air conditioning
47. Steps for scaling a
fence
49. Swing to and fro
50. Hollow in the earth
51. Employs
52. Plot of ground
53. Tinned luncheon meat
55. Calculation
56. Animate existence
57. Ireland
58. Transmitted
61. Mischievous child

Solutions to last issue's puzzles:

Sudoku
1

67. Characteristic rhythm
68. Perfume

4
3

7
n

3

4

6
Complete the grid so that every row, column and 3x3 box contains every digit from 1 to 9 inclusive.

